Rochdale R.U.F.C.
Moorgate Avenue
Bamford

Rochdale
OL11 5LU
Mr Mike Smith
The Lowe
Wainstalls
HALIFAX
HX2 7TTR 30 June 2006
Dear Mr Smith,

Thank you for your letter dated 25 June relating to the transfer of Rochdale RUFC to
League North 2 East. There are several items which you have brought up which merit a
response.

You are correct in saying that Mr Hodgson (Lancashire RFU representative on
RFUNCC) spoke with our Fixture Secretary, Mr Deasey. What is not correct is that Mr
Deasey confirmed that Rochdale would move over, indeed Mr Deasey does not have the
authority to make such a decision on behalf of the Club, and he is indeed personally upset
that this allegation has been made against him. On a similar note, our Lancashire
Representative, Mr Hopkinson, also did not and could not make this decision. Following
on from this, the fact that no formal contact has been made with ourselves regarding this
matter is seen by the membership as nothing less than downright insulting.

An issue which has repeatedly come to our attention over the last two or three weeks, is
the allegation Rochdale volunteered to change. This is a downright untruth. It seems
remarkable to us that nobody ever seems to have heard of Rochdale RUFC, and then all
of a sudden at an RFU Meeting, Clubs from the South of England are asking why did
Rochdale volunteer to move? Who started this allegation, and further more, why was it
started?
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