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FOR THE ATTENTION OF MR MIKE SMITH

Dear Sir,

It has come to the attention of the club that a rumour is circulating not only among the
North East clubs but also at a Lancashire function that Rochdale volunteered to move into
the North East 2 league. Our Lancashire representative Bill Hopkinson was told at the
Lancashire Dinner that he had agreed to the move. Bill Hopkinson vehemently refutes
this allegation, indeed he does not have the authority had such an approach been made.

The club did receive a telephone call £fomIvon Hodgson to the effect that Rochdale were
likely to be selected for the North East League, Mike Deasey after consultation with
Chairman Mike Holden made it perfectly clear that Rochdale would not volunteer to join
that league but that iftheir was no choice we would unhappily take it on board. About a
week later Mike Deasey was contacted again and the decision was confirmed.

-

There was a lot of speculation as to what might happen and the only explanation for the
move was that another club would have to travel 40 or so miles further than Rochdale.
The club was not happy with this situation and as members of Lancashire Rugby Union
and the league fixture committee will remember it was not many seasons ago that they
decided that Rochdale were in North Lancashire and packed us of to the North Lanes
Cumbria league for several seasons. Mileage most certainly did not come into the
equation on this occasion with other clubs much nearer being overlooked. That changed a
couple of seasons ago when we were placed in the South Lanes. Cheshire league and it
was only last season that we have played in a true North West League.
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